
FOA 2 PRESENTATION



TOPIC OF FOCUS 

What are ‘memes’? 

● Memes are an expression of people’s opinions and emotions at a fundamental level 

● They are often intended to be humorous in nature 

● Memes are a form of communication that spreads "virally"  among internet users 

● They often relate to various existing Internet cultures or subcultures

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subculture


MEMES AND INTERNET CULTURE
● Internet culture can be largely linked to youth culture 

● Memes result from online communication habits developed by youths

● Characteristics of these communication habits: 

- Short and succinct messages for efficient communication 

- Incorporation of informal and slang language created by youth 

- Minimal usage of words to communicate ideas 



ELEMENTS OF A MEME

                                                                            

Image with caption

● The image is sourced from popular 

movies, tv shows or gaming videos 

● The witty lines used by characters are 

applied to specific scenarios 

● In this case, it is applied to the struggle of 

writing an EE experienced by IB students

Main Caption
● The main caption provides context 

as it is based on relatable 

experiences



ALLUSION

● Allusion - an expression designed to call something to mind 

without mentioning it explicitly

● Memes contain single catchphrases which readers are meant 

to immediately understand 

● This relates to the purpose of memes:

1. Provide a quick source of entertainment in a succinct and 

simple manner

2. Memes contain humorous references which are exclusive to 

those with specific contextual knowledge to understand them



IRONY 

● Irony - a state of affairs or an event that seems deliberately 

contrary to what one expects and is often amusing as a result

● Memes make references to the irrational and impractical nature of 

human beings

Studying for 
exams

Scrolling through 
instagram for 4 
hours



JUXTAPOSITION OF STYLE OF LANGUAGE USED

● Reference to joke about raiding classified US government facility, 

area 51 which is rumoured to have extraterrestrial beings 

● The most logical possibility of discovering no such beings is 

considered 

● Humour is induced from the use of such a sentence with deep 

meaning to describe such a jovial matter 

● Meaning of the sentence changes in this context



THE INFLUENCE OF YOUTH CULTURE ON 
LANGUAGE USE IN MEMES
● Memes incorporate internet slang language and texting lingo 

● Examples include use of terms such as “lit” and “ight imma head out” 

Why use slang?

● Able to communicate sophisticated ideas or emotions by associating 

them with a short phrase or word

● Makes communication significantly more efficient and fluid 

● Language only youths understand creating an ingroup identity 



MEMES AS A LANGUAGE FOR INTERNET USERS

● Humorous references in memes can be used to convey a point 

● The reference and template nature of memes can be adapted to fit any relatable situation 

● Internet memes today generally mock or satirize current events and popular culture



POPULARITY OF MEMES AMONG YOUNG PEOPLE
● Memes reflect: 

- Popular trends

- Daily habits of youths 

- Feelings and beliefs of youths 



MEMES PROMOTING A COMMON SENSE OF IDENTITY

● Memes are dependent on the perceptions of viewers

● The appreciation of similar memes by people shows that their 

perceptions are alike - foregrounds their like-minded nature



LANGUAGE IN A CULTURAL CONTEXT

Memes show language in a cultural context through: 

1. Being short and succinct forms of communication 

2. The meaning of language used in memes is altered when applied to specific contexts

● Fosters a common identity and promotes a sense of belonging among internet users who 

share a liking for similar memes



ASPECTS OF YOUTH CULTURE SHOWN BY 
MEMES
● Memes are simple, succinct and explicit in their messages 

● This cultural paradigm is a reflection of the mentality of modern society 

- One that values quick entertainment 

- Champions materialism 

- Reinforces the need felt by people to remain relevant

● Memes foster a sense of belonging among internet users who share 

common views and experiences

Global interconnectivity among internet users



Thank you


