
FOA PRESENTATION 



TOPIC CHOSEN FOR FOA
PRESENTATION

• Textual bias in sports coverage articles 

• Specific sport being focused on is Formula 1 which is a highly competitive and 

advanced tier of motorsport

• It is said to be the ‘pinnacle of motorsport’ with the best of the best drivers 

competing 



TOPIC CHOSEN FOR FOA
PRESENTATION

• Textual bias in sports coverage articles 

• The articles are published by Sky Sports F1

• Sky Sports F1 is a television channel created for the UK and Ireland coverage 

of Formula One



BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON 
TOPIC

• One of the main battles in formula 1 is between Lewis Hamilton who is a five 

time world champion and Sebastian Vettel who is a four time world champion

• The news agency has displayed bias especially toward Lewis Hamilton 

• It has simultaneously hinted at the faults of Sebastian Vettel in recent races 

thus being biased against the Ferrari Driver 

• Lewis Hamilton is also compared to other drivers such as his team-mate 

• It is constantly seen that Sky Sports F1 is making active efforts to glorify Lewis 

Hamilton 



DIFFERENT FORMS OF MEDIA ON 
WHICH THIS BIAS IS SHOWN

• Sky Sports F1 publishes online articles discussing the latest news and updates 

in Formula 1

• These articles often include the opinions of various significant figures in the 

motorsport 

• Opinion editorials are also published by commentators which often include 

biased diction and visuals

• Videos included in the articles are another source of bias



ANALYSIS OF VISUAL IMAGES 
PRESENTED IN ARTICLES



vs



• Description below the title states “Martin Brundle

reflects on Lewis Hamilton’s record win…and 

explains what Sebastian Vettel’s latest racing mistake 

tells us”

• Contrast in diction used highlights bias towards 

Lewis Hamilton

• Portrays Sebastian Vettel as an unreliable driver while 

Lewis Hamilton is shown to be unstoppable with 

continued success

• The pictures show Hamilton celebrating after 

winning the races, portraying him to have attained 

victory in a glorious manner

• The UK flag is wrapped around his shoulders which 

represents the honour he has brought to his country 

by winning races with consistency

• His team mate is also seen in the picture below with 

feelings of disappointment 

• The presence of this contrast in the picture, though 

not required, points to Hamilton being favoured



• Sebastian Vettel looks defeated and 

disappointed after having crashed out of the 

lead (Germany 2018)

• His face is not shown and the area is 

darkened, representing feelings of sadness 

and being disheartened

• It removes his identity as a four time world 

champion in formula 1

• He looks down while walking away from his 

car, portraying him as someone inferior with 

no confidence as a driver

• The picture of the crash shown as the 

thumbnail of the video creates a negative 

impression of Sebastian Vettel 

• Thus the opinions of readers become one-

sided due to being influenced beforehand





ANALYSIS OF DICTION USED

• “Bottas just about hung on to the lead” suggests that 

he just managed to escape from Hamilton who 

would have overtaken him from behind due to his 

superiority in driving skill 

• Shows that it was only because Bottas had a fast car 

that he was able to overtake Hamilton to regain the 

lead later on



• “Pipped” is used to describe the action of 

defeating a person especially when their 

success seemed certain 

• This is a casual remark that goes a long way 

in glorifying Hamilton’s skill 

• The mention of there being no doubt in the 

mind of Martin Brundle in his opinion 

editorial, that Hamilton would have won 

• This boasts the success Hamilton has 

achieved during the earlier races as he is 

seen to definitely win in the mind of Martin 

Brundle

• Comparison of Ferrari and Red Bull drivers 

and teams to wild animals 

• They are seen to make rash decisions and 

battle aggressively with limited intelligence 

like animals would do





Brundle: Hamilton flying, Vettel faltering

• The use of “launched” to describe how Vettel collided with 

Verstappen exaggerates the impact that was made 

• It displays Vettel’s driving style as dangerously aggressive 

which is a false portrayal 

• The comparison of Lewis Hamilton with Sebastian Vettel in 

terms of age that is linked to the mistakes they make is 

unnecessary 

• The use of this small age difference to compare the drivers 

in order to prove how Vettel’s mistakes are unjustified is 

irrational 

• The comparison of Vettel to Charles Leclerc, his teammate 

is also redundant 

• The mention of “gaining speed and confidence all the time” 

used to describe Leclerc’s progression is an evident form of 

bias

• It is used to provide a strong contrast to further blow-up 

Vettel’s mistake

https://www.skysports.com/f1/news/12433/11763825/martin-brundle-racing-the-winner-as-british-gp-serves-up-an-f1-treat


• “One mistake is rare from Hamilton on race 

days these days, let alone two”

• Again highlights Hamilton’s perfect record on 

track with even a single mistake being “rare”

• “If the luck had been with Hamilton on 

Saturday- although he still delivered brilliantly 

in the Ferrari-less pole battle” 

• Implies that it was Hamilton’s bad luck to 

blame for his mistakes instead of just a flaw in 

the way he drove this one time 

• There is an effort being made to cover up his 

mistake by blaming it on his luck 

• The addition of “Ferrari-less pole battle” is 

unnecessary and does not have any 

significance in this discussion (ADAPTED FROM ONLINE ARTICLE DISCUSSING THE 2019 

GERMAN GP)



CONCLUSION

• Sky Sports F1, despite being the official streamers of Formula 1 racing, have 

shown bias toward drivers like Lewis Hamilton 

• At the same time, they have shown bias against drivers like Sebastian Vettel 

• On such professional and top tier platforms of racing, biases in reporting 

should not be something that exists

• However, textual bias in online articles published by Sky Sports F1 will remain 

and cannot be removed immediately 
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