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TOPIC CHOSEN FOR FOA
PRESENTATION

Textual bias in sports coverage articles

Specific sport being focused on is Formula | which is a highly competitive and
advanced tier of motorsport

It is said to be the ‘pinnacle of motorsport’ with the best of the best drivers
competing




TOPIC CHOSEN FOR FOA
PRESENTATION

Textual bias in sports coverage articles
The articles are published by Sky Sports Fl

Sky Sports F1 is a television channel created for the UK and Ireland coverage
of Formula One




BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON
TOPIC

One of the main battles in formula | is between Lewis Hamilton who is a five
time world champion and Sebastian Vettel who is a four time world champion

The news agency has displayed bias especially toward Lewis Hamilton

It has simultaneously hinted at the faults of Sebastian Vettel in recent races
thus being biased against the Ferrari Driver

Lewis Hamilton is also compared to other drivers such as his team-mate

It is constantly seen that Sky Sports Fl is making active efforts to glorify Lewis
Hamilton




DIFFERENT FORMS OF MEDIA ON
WHICH THIS BIAS IS SHOWN

Sky Sports F| publishes online articles discussing the latest news and updates
in Formula |

These articles often include the opinions of various significant figures in the
motorsport

Opinion editorials are also published by commentators which often include
biased diction and visuals

Videos included in the articles are another source of bias




ANALYSIS OF VISUAL IMAGES
PRESENTED IN ARTICLES






Martin Brundle: Racing the winner
as British GP serves up an F1 treat

In his must-read review of a fabulous British GP, Martin Brundle
reflects on Lewis Hamilton’s record win, Charles Leclerc's retribution,

and explains what Sebastian Vettel's latest racing mistake tells us \
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Description below the title states “Martin Brundle
reflects on Lewis Hamilton’s record win...and
explains what Sebastian Vettel’s latest racing mistake
tells us”

Contrast in diction used highlights bias towards
Lewis Hamilton

Portrays Sebastian Vettel as an unreliable driver while
Lewis Hamilton is shown to be unstoppable with
continued success

The pictures show Hamilton celebrating after
winning the races, portraying him to have attained
victory in a glorious manner

The UK flag is wrapped around his shoulders which
represents the honour he has brought to his country
by winning races with consistency

His team mate is also seen in the picture below with
feelings of disappointment

The presence of this contrast in the picture, though
not required, points to Hamilton being favoured




ROLEX  ROLEX

Sebastian Vettel looks defeated and

disappointed after having crashed out of the
lead (Germany 2018)

His face is not shown and the area is
darkened, representing feelings of sadness
and being disheartened

It removes his identity as a four time world
champion in formula |

He looks down while walking away from his
car, portraying him as someone inferior with
no confidence as a driver
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Max Verstappen overtook the Ferrari into Stowe but Sebastian Vettel then rear-
ended the Red Bull under braking during the British GP

v

The picture of the crash shown as the
thumbnail of the video creates a negative
impression of Sebastian Vettel

Thus the opinions of readers become one-
sided due to being influenced beforehand




What a stellar event the British GP was, yet again. The racing was great,
the crowd as usual immense, the weather kind, and the venue delivered
on all fronts. And the drivers raced brutally hard.

It's a shame in a way Lewis Hamilton's record-breaking sixth British GP

victory was diluted by the equally exciting tennis and cricket on the same

afternoon, but there's only so many Sundays in a British sporting summer.

Hamilton then throttled back and took stock as Mercedes pitted Bottas on
lap 16 for the same medium compound tyres he started on, committing him
to a two-stop race. Hamilton soldiered on hoping to get the benefit of a
safety car for a 'cheap' pit stop, which duly arrived on lap 20 when Antonio

Giovinazzi beached the Alfa Romeo at Vale with technical gremlins.

If we study the progression between the opening Q1 stage of qualifying to

the closing top 10 shootout of Q3, then Merc still has greater reserves of

power when it matters most.

Bottas just about hung on to the lead in the early stages but it was

[abundantly clear Hamilton and car 44 were the faster package] His efforts

to wrest the lead in a thrilling encounter just failed as Bottas sensationally

retook the place into the 190mph (305kph) Copse corner,[Had his car been

[pamted any other colour Hamilton would have closed him oOIT at thj

previous Luffield corner.

Lewis made his only pit stop for hard tyres and 32 laps later, on the final

tour, he posted the fastest lap of the race with an average speed of over

151 mph (242 kphj. This pipped Bottas' attempt]on used, two steps faster,

soft-compound tyres.

- Hamilton on his 'best ever last lap'

- How Hamilton won an epic British GP

[Observing the opening laps and the final tour I have no doubt Hamiltoan
would have won the race whatever the strategies and rub of the green with

the safety car.

Bottas recovered to a fine second place, confirming Mercedes' pace and
[beneﬁting from Ferrari and Red Bull fighting like the wild animals oftheir]

respective corporate logos.




ANALYSIS OF DICTION USED

If we study the progression between the opening Q1 stage of qualifying to
the closing top 10 shootout of Q3, then Merc still has greater reserves of

power when it matters most.

Bottas just about hung on to the lead in the early stages but it W%s

abundantly clear Hamilton and car 44 were the faster package. His efforts

towresttheTlead in athrilling encounter just failed as Bottas sensationally
retook the place into the 190mph (305kph) Copse corner.[Had his car been ]

painted any other colour Hamilton would have closed him off at the
previous Luffield corner.

“Bottas just about hung on to the lead” suggests that
he just managed to escape from Hamilton who
would have overtaken him from behind due to his
superiority in driving skill

Shows that it was only because Bottas had a fast car
that he was able to overtake Hamilton to regain the
lead later on




Hamilton then throttled back and took stock as Mercedes pitted Bottas on
lap 16 for the same medium compound tyres he started on, committing him
to a two-stop race. Hamilton soldiered on hoping to get the benefit of a
safety car for a 'cheap' pit stop, which duly arrived on lap 20 when Antonio

Giovinazzi beached the Alfa Romeo at Vale with technical gremlins.

Lewis made his only pit stop for hard tyres and 32 laps later, on the final

tour, he posted the fastest lap of the race with an average speed of over

151 mph (242 kph{ This pipped Bottas' attemptW

soft-compound tyres.

Hamilton on his 'best ever last lap'

How Hamilton won an epic British GP

Observing the opening laps and the final tour | have no doubt Hamilton
would have won the race whatever the strategies and rub of the green with

the safety car.

Bottas recovered to a fine second place, confirming Mercedes' pace and

benefiting from Ferrari and Red Bull fighting like the wild animals of their

respective corporate logos. |

|

* Comparison of Ferrari and Red Bull drivers
and teams to wild animals

* They are seen to make rash decisions and
battle aggressively with limited intelligence
like animals would do

“Pipped” is used to describe the action of
defeating a person especially when their
success seemed certain

This is a casual remark that goes a long way
in glorifying Hamilton’s skill

The mention of there being no doubt in the
mind of Martin Brundle in his opinion
editorial, that Hamilton would have won

This boasts the success Hamilton has
achieved during the earlier races as he is
seen to definitely win in the mind of Martin
Brundle




Vettel Collides With Verstappen At Silverstone | 2019 British Grand Prix




/ It was approaching a year ago in Germany when Sebastian Vettel made a
critical error and threw away victory at Hockenheim. There have been
several mistakes since, think Monza, Singapore, Bahrain, Canada and many

more.

Is he just having an unfortunate run, or has he lost a touch of vision,

reaction and judgement which shows up at these speeds when under

\ pressure? /

Max was always going to slow early whilst approaching Vale corner from
such a defensive and tight angle, at which point Vettel launched him across

the kerbs, wrecking the chassis en route, and into the gravel trap.

Somehow, they both carried on with Verstappen finishing fifth at

representative pace.

Vettel fell to the back and received a 10-second penalty. Lewis does not
make mistakes like that, and he's two-and-a-half years older than Seb for
that matter. Meanwhile, Leclerc in the other Ferrari is gaining speed and

confidence all the time.

The use of “launched” to describe how Vettel collided with
Verstappen exaggerates the impact that was made

It displays Vettel’s driving style as dangerously aggressive
which is a false portrayal

N /

Seb has the speed, can he regain the control? It's a very big question for

him.

Brundle: Hamilton flyinqg, Vettel faltering

The comparison of Lewis Hamilton with Sebastian Vettel in
terms of age that is linked to the mistakes they make is
unnecessary

The use of this small age difference to compare the drivers
in order to prove how Vettel’s mistakes are unjustified is
irrational

The comparison of Vettel to Charles Leclerc, his teammate
is also redundant

The mention of “gaining speed and confidence all the time”
used to describe Leclerc’s progression is an evident form of
bias

It is used to provide a strong contrast to further blow-up
Vettel's mistake



https://www.skysports.com/f1/news/12433/11763825/martin-brundle-racing-the-winner-as-british-gp-serves-up-an-f1-treat

Lewis Hamilton
Qualified 1st, Finished 9th

Even five-time world champions can be fallible in the trickiest of track
conditions and so it proved for Lewis Hamilton, who rightly described this
as his worst race for quite some time. Feeling unwell all through the
weekend, he certainly didn't feel any better after crossing the finishing line

In what was originally 11th place despite leading the race's first 29 laps.

[One mistake is rare from Hamilton on race days these days, let alone two, }

so It was certainly unusual to see the Mercedes spinning off the circuit,

particularly when the same car had led so apparently serenely through the

race's wet-dry early phases. If the luck had been with Hamilton on Saturday

- although he still delivered brilliantly in the Ferrari-less pole battle to head

the field by 0.3s - it deserted F1's world champion driver and team In \
o

spades on Sunday. Such were the repeat mistakes and setbacks, that n

wonder Hamilton described his day as being like a game of dominos.

The fact Hamilton ultimately heads to Budapest with an increased

championship advantage is certainly fortune in the extreme.

(ADAPTED FROM ONLINE ARTICLE DISCUSSING THE 2019
GERMAN GP)

“One mistake is rare from Hamilton on race
days these days, let alone two”

Again highlights Hamilton’s perfect record on
track with even a single mistake being “rare”

“If the luck had been with Hamilton on
Saturday- although he still delivered brilliantly
in the Ferrari-less pole battle”

Implies that it was Hamilton’s bad luck to
blame for his mistakes instead of just a flaw in
the way he drove this one time

There is an effort being made to cover up his
mistake by blaming it on his luck

The addition of “Ferrari-less pole battle” is
unnecessary and does not have any
significance in this discussion




CONCLUSION

Sky Sports Fl, despite being the official streamers of Formula | racing, have
shown bias toward drivers like Lewis Hamilton

At the same time, they have shown bias against drivers like Sebastian Vettel

On such professional and top tier platforms of racing, biases in reporting
should not be something that exists

However, textual bias in online articles published by Sky Sports FI will remain
and cannot be removed immediately
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